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Antimicrobial prescribing has become very complicated. We
teach our medical students and residents to choose an anti-
biotic based upon a number of critical variables including
microbiologic spectrum, pharmacokinetics, incidence and
types of adverse effects, and cost. Increasingly, and espe-
cially since the advent of highly active antiretroviral therapy
(HAART), the importance of potential drug—drug interactions
has become a crucial consideration when deciding on the
selection of an antimicrobial chemotherapy regimen.
The second edition reference textbook, Drug Interactions
in Infectious Diseases, is a valuable resource for the infec-
tious disease clinician, the academic, physicians-in-training,
physicians-to-be, and pharmacists. The editors have com-
piled more than 500 pages related to antibiotic selection and
safety. Expertise is provided by well-qualified authors from
clinical medicine and infectious diseases, as well as from the
ranks of academic schools of pharmacy and the pharmaceu-
tical industry.
The book begins with useful overview chapters on phar-
macokinetics of drug absorption, metabolism, and excretion,
and understandable mechanisms of compound interactions.
There are individual chapters devoted to interactions among
all antiretroviral classes, drugs used to treat HIV-related
opportunistic infections, antituberculous agents, fluoroqui-
nolones, and older and newer antifungal drugs. These chap-1201-9712/$32.00 # 2006 Published by Elsevier Ltd on behalf of Intern
doi:10.1016/j.ijid.2006.06.003ters contain useful tables that summarize drug interactions
by drug class, and offer recommendations that can aid in
patient management. There is also a section on drug—food
interactions that can educate and reinforce readers on this
oft-neglected area of drug prescribing. The chapter on drug
interactions and cytokines is a bit too laden with pathogen-
esis and biochemistry, and that dealing with regulatory per-
spectives on interaction studies in drug development is far
less practical than other chapters.
Overall, I would recommend this book to any healthcare
professional who prescribes or dispenses from the wide array
of antibiotics available today for inpatient or outpatient
infections. It will serve as a regular companion to other
printed, computer-based, and Internet database resources
on drug interactions relating to infectious diseases. The main
limitation of this hardcover publication is at the same time
one of its strengths, i.e., its size and detail. On the wards or
in the clinic, many busy clinicians will likely continue to refer
to more pocket-sized handbooks on drug interactions for on-
the-spot reference and recommendation. However, this
expanded edition of Drug Interactions in Infectious Diseases
will prove itself a commendable, up-to-date resource on the
best strategies for safe and effective antimicrobial drug use
and patient care management.
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